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Ho taru's Way ★ LIGHT 1 Himono, Thrown Into the Ocean 
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WE'RE 

ALMOST 

THIRTY, 

YOU 

KNOW? 




MoNW oi/TfiTfRoM ol MAGAZINE t 


































Buchou means department head. It's a common way of addressing 











































































































I-I'M 

SO 

DON'T / 
STOMP ALL( 
s AROUND \ 
(THE PLACE/ 
\ you'RE 
/KICKING 
(UP DUST/ j 

y-yEs, 

SIR/ 

/ AIR OUT \ 

yOUR FUTON, 
TOO/ AND / 

BRING IT BACK \ 
IN BEFORE WE 
i GO TO WORK/ , 

f I'LL 
f WASH 

1 UP RIGHT \, 
NOW/ AND \ 
; CHANGE 1 

/ OH, My GOD/ 
YOUR FACE/ 

1 YOUR CLOTHES/ 
THOSE AREN'T 
i THE SAME ONES 
ASyESTERDAy, 

\ ARE THEy?/ 

SORRy/ 


K CLOTHES/ 




i 1 

\ — 

























































































































































RND EVER , 

SINCE MY y Oll 

PRD STARTED AND 

GALLIVANTING MY DAD 
AROUND BECAME 
EUROPE THREE FRIENDS 
MONTHS AGO, q T fl 
BAR, 


YOU'VE BEEN 
RENTING THE 
HOUSE 
FROM HIM 
DIRECTLY 


" Vl A 

£asd 




you 

\ / IN AN/\ 

CHLL 

CASE/ J 

THIS 

I A 

THING 

HCON- 

THOUGHT / 

TRHCT 

you WERE L 

?! 

LIVING < 

WITH YOUR 
WIFE IN 

H FHNCy l 

'(Jo ^ 

APARTMENT ) 


BUILDING/ 

r \ 

WHAT ARE 
you DOING . 

)K 

HERE?/ / 

A 

1K n 
























































AND NOW 
YOU'RE JUST 
POING 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
WHENEVER IT'S 
CONVENIENT 
FOR YOU/ 




...THAT HIS 
ONLY SON 
WHS HLWHYS 
WORKING 
ANP NEVER 
CAME TO SEE 
HIM. HE WAS 
SO LONELY. HE 
WAS TALKING 
ABOUT YOU, 
BUCHOU 






















































I KNOW 









































































-f-4-WTH£ 

STEP f ' AME 

7) ABoi/T 
/ W"i5-» 

.WHAT WE 
f wanted ” 

. To SAT 




























































HE'S A 

TWENTY-FOUR- 

YEAR-OLD 

UP-AND-COMING 

FURNITURE 

DESIGNER. 
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WHO 
VO YOU 
THINK 
YOU ARB? 

LOUSY 

GARGOYLB 

...a 


VMAT? 


TESHIMA- 

KUN? 


Bp ml THAT 

KID IS 

W CAPABLE 

1 OF MORE 

THAN HE'S 
I WAS SHOWING. 
JUST 
PUSHING 
HIM TO DO 
BETTER. 


O-OH, 

REALLY? 

spirit ai?**«*' 
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\When Seijchi says^'himono" here, he is referring.to thej'dried fish/meaning 
of the word! It's the basis.for where the slang version of himono comes 
from. He'sbasically s'ayingshe's^all dried upland crusty instead of fresh and / 
\ vibrant like^other girls her age!^\\^ V'/// 


























































































































































WHY 

DON'T L^ 
YOU 

\ INTRUDE 
\ ON HIS 
\ PLACE, 

\ INSTEAD? 


i THE 1 

Wy club is \ 

f GOING TO I 

TUC BE ON THEl 
THE TOPMOST 1 
NIGHT FLOOR. 
SKY IS 
REALLY 

PRETTY. y 


TESHIMA- 
KUN, ARE 
YOU OKAY 
WITH HIGH 
PLACES? , 


COULD 
HEBE 
DOING 
THIS IN AN 
ATTEMPT 
TO DRIVE 
ME OUT 
OF THE 
HOUSE? 


NO, I'M 
FREAKING 
OUT. 


YOUR UTTLE 
SCHEME IS NOT 
GOING TO WORK! 


IF I 

HAD TO 
DO THIS 
ALONE, 
I'D BE 
CRYING. 


WOW, 
IT'S SO 
TALL/ 


YAMADA- 
SAN IS 
INCRED¬ 
IBLE. 

, SAME AS 
\ EVER. 


THEN 
I'LL STAY 
BY YOUR | 
SIDE/ / 


y SEEMS \ 

' LIKE THOSE\ 
BORN DURING 
THE ECONOMIC 
BOOM HAVE 
I A MORE 
~~ POSITIVE 
OUTLOOK BY 
NATURE... 


The Heisei Era is the current time period in Japan. 
It began in 1989 and continues into the present. 





























THE CLEAR 
FACT IS THAT 
A WOMAN LIKE 
HER OUTSHINES 
SOMEONE LIKE 
ME BOTH IN LIFE 
EXPERIENCE 
AND BEING 
FEMININE. 



f SHE SPENDS M°Ner oN FWN4 HER TEETH, Too.. 
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HOLD 

UP/ 



THIS IS 
AN OLD 
MEMORY 
CARD. 
DIDN'T 
ANYONE 
TELL 
YOU TO 
CHANGE 
IT OUT? 


WHAT'S 


HUH 


I-I'M SO 
SORRY/ 
I... 
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GOT TO 
CALM 


MOST, 


IT'S THE DOWN. 
SAME 
THING 
HIGH- 
SCHOOL 
KIDS DO 
ON THE 
STREET, 

RIGHT? 

&ven grade- 
sdnoo\ Kids 


























































































































































































































































“glgr 

iv=|l 

, 









































































































TOMOR¬ 
ROW WE 
HAVE 
ANOTHER 
MEETING 
TO 

CONTINUE 

THE 

PLANNING 
FROM 
TODAY. , 


THE 

WHOLE 

DEPART¬ 

MENT... 

SHOULD 


FOR SOME 
REASON, THE 
SUMMER THAT 
MY STRANGE 
CO-HABITING 
SITUATION 
BEGAN... 


'HOWEVER 
I KNOW 
HOW?" 


WAS 

THROW* I 


first itiing' 
tomorrow, 
I’ll put m>| 
be-st foot 
forward y 




























































Hotarus Way ★ LI G HT 2 Himono in Love, Taking the First Step 












































































TESHIMA- 

KUN? 


























































"A/tf, 

THEY I 

DON'T 1 

ONLY I 
£//?/■£ 1 
THEY'VE 
FALLEN 
FOR." 

7 // 

/ \ 


































...AMEMIYA/ 






































































































































~7if~, 

f I'M 

V 


|ty* 

/ SURE HE 
/ HAS LOTS 

1 OF THINGS 

WELL, 

HE ISA 
TWENTY- 

nlPlil 1 

1 L J 

BESIDE 

FOUR-yEAR- 



WORK 

OLD MAN, 

y yiyv 

7/ \ 

KEEPING 

AFTER j 

(_ //\ J 

i HIM 

ALL. / 


v k 

\ BUSY. 

L .J 
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you 

THINK 
SHE'S 
LIVING 
WITH A 



































































































WHA? 


WHAT 

HAPPENED 
TO you, 
AMEMIYA 
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I HAVEN'T 
MOVED 
THE AGE 
WHERE I'D BE 
CONFESSING 
TO MY CRUSH 
BEHIND THE 
SCHOOL.../ 


IPM f 

I'M THE 
KIND OF 
ilf PERSON 

WHO CAN'T eo 
ON LIVING IF 
£M). I'M NOTABLE 
TO RELAX 
1 «aA IN MY OWN 
HOME.../ 


I'M NOT 
THE HUSTLE- 
BUSTLE TYPE 
LIKE YOU ARE, 
BUCHOU/ 

A 



























...ANorr 
WO UUP ALL 
HAVE GONE 
AWAY. 


..DIDN'T 


ALL 
THAT 
HARD 
WORK I 
DID... 


MEAN 


ANYTHING 


...IN THE 


END... 














































































































































































































































































































































































































Hotarus Way ★ LI G HT 3 Himono's Major Dating Strategy 
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U-UM, 

My 

IT'S 

ROOM¬ 

N-NOT 

MATE IS 

LIKE 

JUST THE 

WE 



hep. feet have (owe back to eapth 
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MUST 
BE NICE 
HAVING A 
FULL DAY OF 
ACTIVITIES 
PLANNED ON 
YOUR DAy 
OFF, HUH, 
BUCHOU? 




YOU'VE 
COME A 
REALLY 
LONG WAY 
*1 FROM WHERE 
you WERE 
BEFORE. 

This is just a normal daf 
“ ■ i, “ iViough.. 


LOOK 

AT you, 
TURNING ALL 
SOUR JUST 
BECAUSE 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE A 
DATE. 
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INDENTATION 
fff>u HER-* 
HAllUlE. 































































IF 



..I HAVE 
TO MAKE 


NO, IT'S 
FINE. I 
WASN'T 
BUSY... 
WELL, I 
WAS JUST 
IRONING 
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...IS TOO 
HIGH LEVEL 
FORA 
H/MONO 
WOMAN 
UKE ME! 


































WE'RE 
ALMOST 
TO A REST 
STOP, SO 
you CAN 
RELAX 
UNTIL 
THEN. 
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HUH...? 

ARE 

you 

SURE? 
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-ff* 

' WH005H 


WE GOT TO 
SEE SOME 
AMAZING 
SCENERy ON 
OUR LITTLE 
DETOUR. 


I'M 

REALLY 
SORRY, 
BUT IS IT 
OKAY IF 
WE HEAD 
BACK.,. 
RIGHT 
NOW? 


...I 

ACTUALLY 
JUST GOT A 
CALL FROM 
THE CLIENT 
I DELIVERED 
THE CHAIRS 
TO YESTERDAY 
AND HE SAID 
THE NUMBER 
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UGH, WHAT IS THIS \ />< 
OLD MAN THINKING, \ 
SHOWING ME THIS \ 
EMOTIONAL, ARTISTIC \ 
MOVIE WHEN I'M \ 
ALREADY FEELING 
DEPRESSED? / 
This is wh-; >jou anneal me. I'm the / 
generation of safe bars and MTV... / 



...WELL, IF 
YOU TAKE ALL 
THE NUANCE 
OUT OF IT, 
YEAH, THAT'S 
ACCURATE. 
You're a really unfeeling 
person, aren't '(ou? 



WHY ^ 

WOULD 
THE OLD 
GUY END 
UP LOOK¬ 
ING LIKE 
THAT JUST 
BECAUSE 
THE YOUNG 
MAN IS 
SO GOR¬ 
GEOUS 
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THAT OLD 


...ISN'T 
THAT 
WHAT IT'S 
LIKE... 


MAN WAS 
HAPPY ALL 
THE WAY 
UNTIL THE 
MOMENT 
HE DIED. 


HE MAy 
HAVE 
LOOKED 
RIDICULOUS, 
BUT... 


...WHEN 
yOU FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE? 



...ARE 

^ / 

you 

SAyiNG 

AT LEAST 

THAT I'M 

IN YOUR THE SAME 

CASE, 

AS THE 

you'RE 

CHUBBy 

LUCKY 

old Guy 

ENOUGH 

THAT yOUR 

...? / 

PARTNER 


AT LEAST / 

ACKNOWL- / 
EDGESyOU / 
SOMEWHAT. / 
























































































































































IT'S NOT 


HMPH 


SOMEWHAT/ 


AND? 
WAS 
IT A 

RIDICU¬ 

LOUS 

DATE? 


HE INVITED 


ME OUT ON 


A REAL 


DATE AND 


I WENT.../ 
































I KEPT V 
READING V 
INTO IT AND 
GETTING MORE 
AND MORE 
FREAKED OUT. 


HE KEPT 
SIGHING IN 
THE CAR. 



...HE'S A 
REALLY 
NICE GUY 


...HE 
FOUND A 
SPOT WITH 
A REALLY 
NICE VIEW. 


WHEN 
WE TOOK 
A SLIGHT 
DETOUR... 


WANTED 
TO STARE 
AT THAT 
VIEW... 


...UNTIL 
THE SUN 
WENT 
DOWN. 


...THAni 
COUUPN'T EVEN 
RAISE MY HEAD. 





























. BBCAUSB \>v 
TJUST-Be/NG X- 
Ttogbthbr^a a n 

WITH HIM. yK ^ 

/. 4 ^ 
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WAIT, 

I HAVE 
MORE 
I WANT 
TO TELL 

you/ 


super skilled I 
at putting the! 
ear in reverse,' 
too!" Is that 
tj, what >fou 


OKAy/ 
I'M 

GOING 
TO BED 
SOON/ 


1 WANT^ 
PROOF 
THAT MY 
HAPPINESS 
RIGHT NOW 
IS REAL. 


mTHEM 
MLISTEN 
ITOJME. 


Sorry that we had a very 
disappointing date today. 
The truth is that I stayed 
up all night working right 
before we went on that 
drive. (I knew that was a 
mistake.) Hy tiredness 
probably made it seem like 
I was in a bad mood, right? 
I’m really sorry. But™ 


I JUST 
WANT 
TO TELL 
SOMEONE 


BECAUSE, 

you KNOW, 
THE WAy 
HE DROVE 
WASN'T 
ARROGANT 
AND HE 
DIDN'T 
MAKE ANy 
MISTAKES.. 






















But I wanted to see you no matter what. 
































Hotarus Way ★ LI G HT 4 Kimono's Stormy Night 













































































































you 

THE IMPRESSION 

I HAP OF TAKANO- 

X BUT / 

V-YBS, > 

> GO CLOSE 

IDIOT/ you 

8UCH0U BEFORE 

"7 FIRST l 

SIR/ < 

ALL THE 

CAN NEVER 

^LIVINGWITHHIM... ' 

[ BRING \ 

) THE POTTED' 


STORM 

BE TOO 


k PLANTS 


SHUTTERS/ 

CAREFUL/ 


1 INSIDE/ < 
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W you just 
it a loop? 

THAT 

MEANS 

IT 

WE'RE 

WOULD 

RIGHT 

BE WISE 

IN THE 

NOT TO 

CENTER 

LEAVE 

OF THE 

THE 

STORM 

HOUSE 

TODAy. 

NOW. 


huh? n 
IS THAT 
REALLY 
OKAY 


+ 


LlL 



3 




...yEAH, ' 


AMEMiyA, 

. J COMMUNICATE 

mmsiimj witu m id 

yEAH, 

yEAH 

... 


! 

GET yOUR 
i LAPTOP/ ' 

••••••••■• -1 COLLEAGUES ON 

THE OUTSIDE 

VIA PHONE 

L 

_ 

.. .SSH 

Sk / ?T 
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. 








































































































IT ALL 
CAME 
TOGETH 
ER 

SOME¬ 


HOW. 


HOW 


ABOUT 


I-I'M 

FINISHED. 



IT'S TOO 
BAD. WE 
WERE FINALLY 
GOING TO 
HAVE A DATE 
...TODAY... 
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MAYBE 
I SHOULD 
W HAVE HAD 
m HIM COME 

■ TO THE 

■ CAFE ON 

the 

■ CORNER 
W AND MET 
r HIM THERE. 



THAT DAMN 
OLD MAN/ 
IT'S NOT LIKE 
I WANTED 
TO TELL HIM 
NOT TO 
COME OVER/ 
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NO, IT'LL 
BE FINE, 
TOTALLY 
FINE! I'LL 
CALL 
MAKOTO- 
KUN AFTER 
I MAKE IT 
TO THE 
CAFE ... 
e>ui to stupid 

k oU man re-aU-j 
\ toed Ibis up 
. o0 \. tight.. > 
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; | 




WELL, GIVEN 
HOW TIRED 
I AM, EVEN 
THIS TASTES 


THAT 

REMINDS 

ME... 



















































...AND 
BEFORE 
WE KNEW 
IT, THE 
RAIN HAD 
CLEARED 
UP... 


...AND 
THE FULL 
MOON 
APPEARED 
AMONG THE 
CLOUDS 
ROLLING 
BY. 
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WHAAAT? 


CALM 

DOWN. 


WHAT THE 
HECK? 
IT'S PITCH 
BLACK/ 


B-BUCHOU, 
WHERE 
ARE you? 
are you 
OKAy...? 


I'M SURE 
THERE ARE 
EMERGENCy 
. SUPPLIES 
,|j IN THE 
f SHED OUT 
BACK... 


I IT LOOKS 
LIKE THIS ' 
WHOLE AREA 
IS WITHOUT 
POWER. I 
JUST HEARD 
IT ON THE 
\ RADIO... , 


.BUCHOU. 


LET 
ME DO 
IT// I'LL 
TAKE 
THEM 
OFF...// 


m it's just pS 

J-4 1 ^ 

Liii A BLACK- 1 



i out - n 


\ 



































































































...THAT 

TAKANO- 

BUCHOU.. 


' ...WAS 
SUCH A 
RESTLESS 
OLE MAN. 


V ...OH, \ 
NO! 

I FELL 
ASLEEP! 

vJhat time is it? 














































































































































HUH? 


CHOU? 


...you 

...CAME 

HOME. 













^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 































































































































































R(NG- 


RfNCr 


*<lNCr 


OH, TE- 
SHIMA- 
KUN... 


HUH? 
NOW? , 
THE CAFE 
DOWN THE 
STREET? 


WORRIED 
ABOUT ME, 
SO HE'S 
WAITING 
\ AT THE 
\ NEARBY 
\ CAFE... 
YEAH,\ . 

GO Zsr - 

AHEAD. 


I SLEPT 
SO WELL, 
MY EXHAUS¬ 
TION IS 
TOTALLY 
GONE. AND 
MY FEVER 
HAS GONE 
DOWN. 
SORRY TO 
MAKE YOU 
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YBSTBRPAY 
WASN'T 
JUST ANY 
OTHBR PAY. 
"LAST NIGHT 
\ WAS OUT 
UM... OFTHB 
TESHIMA- | ORPINARY. 
KUN? 



THAT'S 

TRUB. 


























































Be|o v eJ Himono Status Check! 

®Wl,tn 1 ,AV'i *3 A s'i**ple **eAl, yov A ftA| '.4 
s 4 **d’i *3 in 4l,e k‘t4ct,e*. 

©ReCe*4ly, 4u»ft o*ly 4iWft yo* r (,eA<4be*4 spftftds 
VAp rS W(,fc*\ yO* WAlk *p A -frigu4 O-f s4a*|ITS. 

<3)0* 4be vAire. occasion 4k*4 yo* do 30 4o a 
S’ lAjleS "VtXe* - , l4 AI*v\ 0$4 AlWAys e*ds *p **Oirfc 
like a *' 131,4 o*4 d^‘i*k’i* 3 - 

@Yot\Ve p^owe 4o ^^’ 1*3 s4*pid A< 3 «A»*e* 4 s ««i4u 
yo^sel-f o*4 lo*d- 

(|)Yo*Vft 4^'ied 4o e* 3 A 3 & ',* 4*lk *bo*4 love, b*4 
yo* M/ftre. 4®ld, ' 1 T(,a4's so old!” 

• 14 you. s*'id yes 4o "\ore 4t,** 4^6, w*4c|, youvrsel-f- 

• 14 you. s*'id yes 4® *U 4We ( you'rt go'mg 4» grow * **\ns4*ci,e. 

—> If you want; 



in-depth test, goto page 190! 






mm 


Ho taru's Way ★ LIGHT 5 Himono, the First Sleepover 


Hotaru*s Way 









AFTER Five 
YEARS OF HI MO NO 
LIFESTYLE, I'VE 
SUDDENLY FOUND 
MYSELF WITH A 
BOYFRIEND. 


I NEED ADVICE 
FROM THE MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE ALL 
OVER JAPAN WHO 
ARE ROMANTICALLY 
INCLINED. 
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IGURRENW 

Boyfriend 
■is three 
■■YE^RSh 
EToungerI 

MlILk.f 


■l/ADYhVj/HO 

Pnever paid>» 

r ATTENTION 
TO ANY 
OF THIS 
STUFF! 


S — / A PARTY 
WITH THE 

W GIRLS 

K FROM 

I ONLY OTHER 
WENT DEPART- 
FOR THE MENTS 
EXCUSE "• a 
TO DRINK. _X 


S-SO 
I GUESS 
PERIODIC 
KISSES 
AREN'T 
SOMETHING 
TO GET 
EXCITED 
ABOUT, 
AFTER 
k ALL... a 


AND 
SINCE 
I'M THREE 
YEARS 
OLDER, I 
HAVE TO 
TAKE THE 
LEAD... AND 
THEN... 


BUT ONCE 
YOU GET 
INVOLVED 
IN THE LOVE 
TALK, IT'S A 
POWERFUL 
FORCE... 
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B-BUT 
I FEEL 
LIKE HE 
WANTS TO 
BE LED BY 
AN OLDER, 
MATURE 
WOMAN. 


S' n HE'S 

W \ / BEEN 

TUAT \ WAITING 

of Aliy THOSE FOR MY 

JuATTUey AWKWARD GUID- 
WERE,THIS MO t ^ NTS ' ANCE 
WHOLE TO °- ...? 

TIME...? 


TESHIMA- \ 
KUN 

APPEARS 
DARING AT 
TIMES, BUT 
I GUESS AT 
HIS CORE, 
HE'S A PURE 
HEARTED 
YOUNG MAN 


I'LL giVE 
HI MA 
LESSON 
ON SEX. 

¥ 


OH GOP, 
I'M THE * COULP 
one who NEVER! 

NEEDS TO 
LEARN! 
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THEY'RE 

RIGHT! 


A THE 
LVER 
HE! I 




































't'HE'S IN A Moot tt(.MtToHom>V< IS WW ANKTHE START of A U>N C, HoitW- 


NO/ I HAVE A 
VERY IMPORTANT 
RESEARCH TOPIC 
TO ATTEND TO...! 



BECAUSE 
BUCHOU 
IS JUST 
EVERYONE'S 
BOSS AT 
WORK. 


RE'S A 
PERSON WHO 
RESEMBLES A 
TEACHER ORA 
RELATIVE. 







































rva 

NEVER, IN 
A MILLION 
YEARS... 


...THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
HIM AS AN 
ACTUAL MAN 
BEFORE. 
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GUYS 
AND GIRLS 
MUST HAVE 
DIFFERENT 
DEFINITIONS 
OF WHAT 
SEXY IS... 







































































































































OH, 

HELLO. 
THANKS 
FOR 
ALWAyS 
HELPING 
THE ME 
MEETING OUT. 

IS IN 
ROOM 
A1. 


a lovby- 

POVSY GIRL¬ 
FRIEND WHO 
COMPLBTBLy 
CHANGBS INTO 
A BUSINESS - 
UICE WOMAN 
AT THE OFFICE 
IS SUPER 
COOL! 


HERB IT ~ 

COMBS! — 

\ 

U-UM, 

AMEMIYA- 

1 

1 

























































































































l UM...WE 

X X / NOW THAT 



V I'VE BROKEN 


SHOULD 

JL* AWAY FROM 


GET 

i GOING 
\ SOON. 

PUTIN . my HIMONO 

effort ufb ' rM 
soZe ' a MATURE 

thTng twenty¬ 



like THIS 5EVEN- 

w / 

IS NO YEAR-OLD 

PROB- a WOMAN, i 
LEM! At 

E 

r - y^. f 


4 /MX 

DOES 

r FIRST 

THAT MEAN 

SLEEP- 

IT'S GOING 

OVER AT 

TO BE THIS 

TESHIMA- 

WEEKEND?! 

KUN'S 


PLACE? 





I'M 
SORRy. 

1 I SHOULD 
HAVE 
ASKED 

you 

FIRST 
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I MUST 
HAVE AN 
AUUUT'S 
COMPOSURE! 


THIS 

PLACE IS 
AMAZING. 


(MAYBE I mis 
WITH HOTEL 

past no?/ 

GIRL¬ 
FRIENDS) /v 


OH, 

BUTTE 

SHIMA- 

KUN/ 


...OH, 
r SEE. 


I GUESS 
you MUST 
HAVE HAD 
A LOT OF 
DIFFERENT 
GIRL¬ 
FRIENDS 
IN THE 
PAST. 


OH/ 


Y-YEAH, I 


GUESS. 


ACK! 











































































I THINK 
YOU'RE 
HOLDING 
IT UPSIDE 
DOWN. 


NO 

WAAAY! 



bvbn 

THOUGH 
I'M THRBB 
YBARS 
OUPBR! 


J-JUST AS I 
SUSPECTED, 
TBSHIMA -KUN 
IS A MUCH 
HIGHBR LEVEL 
THAN MB...! 


BVBN 
THOUGH 
I TRIBP SO 
HARP THAT I 
DON'T HAVB 
ANYMORB 
TOGIVB... 


...ANYONE 
WOULD BB 
SHOCKED 
BY THAT... 


I MEAN. 
































IWANTsA 

TOG(M 

home..: 



i 

WHAT 

SAN? ami 

IfA / think- 

iikfc* jS8k ^ 1 . 





0 






























HOME/ 

SORRY/ 


...i-I'M 
SORRY... 
I JUST... 


TH-THE 
CALLUSES 
ON MY FEET 
HURT... 





















WHAT 
THE HELL. 


...AM I 
PO/NG? 


OH, 

AMEMIVA, 

WELCOME 

HOME. 


BUCHOU 


.THERE'S 
SOME¬ 
THING 
...I WANT 
TO ASK 

you... 


























































/ THERE'S 
NO NEED 
TO GO SO 
CRAZY THAT 
you END 
UP FILLING 
THE BATH¬ 
ROOM WITH 
BLOOD. 


^ 7 ~ 


2 \ 


WELL, 

FOR SOME¬ 
ONE WHO 
STAGNATED 
IN HER 
HIMONO- 

BECAUSESHE N J©LONG 
WOULD ACT U ^ 

yOUNGER THAN 
HER AGE, 

RIGHT? 


...A 
yOUNGER 
BOyFRIEND 
WOULD HAVE 
THE RIGHT 
BALANCE 
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...BUT 
IS IT 
OKAY 


...IF I 
START 
CALLING 
you 

HOTARU? 


iTHis\urrrLB% 

{/GLoi/vMjUj! 


...THAT NAS, 
LitUP IN y wy 

heart:.. 


...IS I 
VEFINITELY 1 
AREALLY 
IMPORTANT 
LIGHT. 
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THIS MAN 
NAMSP 
RO/OIROU 
TORAUA... 












































YEARS AGO, HE 
SUPPENLY LEFT me . now ? 
THE CITY ANP 
MARRIEPTHE \ ft* qrwt 
ONLY PAUGHTER \ ou ^oon 
OF A SAKE BREW¬ 
ERY IN ANOTHER 
PREFECTURE WHOSE 
FAMILY ACCEPTEP 
HIM WHOLE- 
HEARTEPLY... 
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...FIX IT A BIT IN 

THE MORNING 

ANQ LEAVE THB 

HO USB... 


THBSB PAYS, INBVBR 

HAVB THB BNBRGY TO 

TAXB MY MAXBUP OFF, 

SO I FALL ASLBBP 
with rrSTILL ON... 
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li iWAS'otjr r 

\ogm ■■ 

'IfKTCTOAVf, 


HE KEEPS 
BABBLING 
ABOUT HOW 
HE CAME 
HERE FOR 
WORK... 


...BUT 
MAYBE 
HE WAS 
KICKED 
OUT OF 
HIS 

HOUSE. 


BUT, GIVEN 
HOW MUCH 
TORADA-SAN 
IS PLAYING 
AROUND, I 
WONDER IF 
EVERYTHING IS 
OKAY WITH HIS 
HOME LIFE. 



THAT'S 

TRUE... 

. 'jp-t t - - 1 :■■■ , 

(f/j, /IT'S REALLY * MEAN, 

DIFFICULT HE'S A 

1 IfH* Mmm not being really nice 

! Jzmmmml act however suy, and 

(- ^ I WANT IN INTERESTING, 

\ J I’m a slob and >(ou're a n&atfre-afc. 


— 169 — 

























































AMEMIYA/ 
FIND OUT 
WHAT FAMOUS 
PRODUCTS 
COME 
FROM THE 
PREFECTURE 
WHERE HE 
LIVES/ 











































































A\% 



































































































































































BUCHOU// 
HEARING ALL 
THOSE OLD 
STORIES ABOUT 
THE ECONOMY 
BUBBLE IS 
SUPER ANNOY¬ 
ING, BUT EAT¬ 
ING LIKE WE'RE 
IN A BUBBLE IS 
GREAT/ 



























































































































/ NOT TO 
MENTION, 
YOU'RE A 
FATHER TO 
OUR LITTLE 
ROKUJUUROU 
NOW/ HOW 
CAN YOU BE 
SO IRRESPON¬ 
SIBLE? WHAT 
ARE YOU 
THINKING? , 
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I KNOW, 
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BUT... 
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Ezumin, Sayaka-san, Maki-chan, Sasaki-chan 
Sanbu-san, kondou-san, Matsunaga-san, Hiromi-chan 
keiko-chan, Tanapyon, Sachimin, k-ko-san 

Tanaka-san 

Satou-san, Eiyouten-san, Tsukahara-san 
Everyone in the kiss editing department 
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Hotaru's Way * 5pecial Bonus 

SATDRU HIURA ★ IN TER VIEW 

Full Interview ►►► KissonLine (http//: www.kisscomic.com/)! 

I have a question about the protagonist, Hotaru. Why did you 
choose to write about a himono woman? 

(HIURA (HEREAFTER H)): Some of my younger friends have no 
motivation... Well, saying it like that might give you a negative 
impression, but - what am I trying to say? - they don't have 
a burning desire for anything. I don't k now if they have that in 
them. It's like, a little while ago, the magazine covers would have stuff like "How to 
have both love and a career!" written on them, remember? 

An "I want it all!" kind of thing. 

(H): Yeah, exactly, that sort of feeling. Like you're a failure if you don't always have a boyfriend. I 
was thinking it would be interesting to do something completely different from that. My fans write 
reviews for me, but on their blogs, they also mention feelings of being withered or dried up, and I 
found it really interesting. I think those girls are the same age range as Hotaru. Also, a lot of my 
friends who are in their twenties live these carefree lifestyles whether they have love in their lives or 
not. I can relate more easily to that than a rigid lifestyle. It's a fun period of one's life. 



It's not exactly the same as the so-called "makeinu", right? Makeinu is more like having a 
certain amount of status and wealth, trying to live a somewhat sensible lifestyle, and having a 
degree of assertiveness. 

(H): I think that's something that's characteristic of the generation that grew up during 
the bubble economy. For Hotaru no Hikari, I think it probably applies more to Yamada-san 
than Hotaru. 

Yeah, she goes after Makoto like a hunter on the prowl. 

(H): She's just a supporting character, but I can draw the clothes Yamada-san wears off 
the top of my head without looking at any reference materials. I just know what kind of 
clothes a person like her should be wearing. I think like "She should have a slightly large 
collar!" and stuff. It's really fun to draw her clothes. 

She doesn't have much of an effect on the main plot, but her presence leaves a strong 
impression. 

(H): One time when I asked my assistant to draw in Yamada-san's shadow, she drew it in 
super thick and strong. And when I asked why, she said, "I couldn't help It!" 


Those are the kinds of characters that stick with you the most. I feel the same about Hotaru, 
too. Even if they don't remind of yourself, you definitely get this feeling of, "It's true, it's true! 
Someone I know is exactly like that!" 

(H): Yeah, actually, the scene where Hotaru comes home drunk is based on a true story. 
What? Whose story? 

(H): Mine.... The scene when she falls over in the entranceway, I can also draw that stuff 
right off the top of my head. 

And even though she's super drunk, she's still saying, "I'm fine, just fine!" 

(H): That part is also basically me. 

It seems like it comes naturally to draw things that you've gone through. 

(H): That's true. That's why I want to know if readers also feel like, "This is just like my 
life!" Obviously everyone has times when they feel lazy, but if there's anyone out there 
with life hacks like the one Hotaru does where she plans her work outfits for the week out 
of magazines, please let me know. 






Hotaru 's Wag 



TAKANO-BUCHOU’S 
DISCOVERING 
HOTARU’S MYSTERIES! 



X w*#e +» 



WHAT 
ARE you 
REFRIGER¬ 
ATING THE 
EMPTY 
(CONTAINER 
FOR? 
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Count how many apply to you and 
check below for the outcome. V 


□ You don't really know your own bra size. 

□ When you write texts or emails, they're short and come late. 

□ "That's so annoying", "Do it however", and "Well, whatever" are among your favorite phrases. 

□ Over half of the sweaters you own have lint or cat hair on them. 

□ You've fixed a frayed skirt hem with doublestick tape. 

□ You've gotten drunk and taken home a stranger's furniture that they put out for trash pickup. 

D While watching a health show, you talk back to the TV like you're having a conversation 
saying things like "Really?" or "Oh, I see". 


Himono Status Check: DX 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


You pull off your jeans, leggings, and socks all in one go. (See the door in Chapter 4 for reference.) 

You've never had a female friend who openly declared that they are predisposed to love. 

Speaking of which, you don't think that you can be predisposed to love, medically speaking. 

You sometimes get the desire to take a vacation overseas, 

but then you think about how difficult it is to get to the 

airport and you give up. . 

You can't remember the faces and names of all of your ex-boyfriends C\/\£Cn. 

(unrequited loves count, too). 

Speaking of which, you haven't had a conversation over ten 
minutes long with a man who isn't a relative ora coworker. 

To be honest, you thought that having to check all these 
off was annoying. 

To be honest, while checking off the questions, you realized 
you didn't really care about the outcome one way or the other. 



Gl-3 

Oh, wow, you're in the safe range! But I wonder if you really 
answered these questions honestly or not. But, anyway, 
depending on how diligent you remain, you could become an 
awesome woman with an active love life like mel Don't give up! 

G4-7 

Oh, nol This is badI You've got good hi mono potential! Immediately 
take off your sweats, put on some makeup, get dolled up, and spend 
a night out on the town! If you act fast, it's not too late for you yeti 

G8-11 

Whoa! What else can I say? You're a total himono! Are you going through 
a hard time right now or something? How did you turn out this way? 
Well, I'm not going to say it's impossible, but the first thing you need to do 
is go out and buy some cute clothes that aren't covered in lint! 

There’s nothing more I can possibly suggest to you. You can just 
keep moving forward into your beloved himono lifestyle. I will say 
one thing; life is long, but the time when you're viewed as a woman 
will be over in a flash! 
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